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REPORT. 
In accordance with the laws of this State, your 
Superintending School Committee present to the 
town their annual report, which, by a most wise 
and judicious vote of the town, is printed and cir-
culated prior to the annual town election, that the 
people may see if their Committee, their Agents 
and their Teachers have been faithful to the trusts 
reposed in them. 
DISTRICT No. 1. 
Washington Paul, Esq. Jlgent 
The amount of money appropriated is $196 30 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Eliza-
beth C. Goodsoe. 
Whole number of pupils, 120 
Whole number attending the summer term, 61 
Average attendance, 48 
The school was well managed and the pupils 
made very great improvement. 
The Winter term was also taught by Miss Good-
soe. 
Whole number of pupils attending, 69 
Average attendance, 50 
The teacher was subjected to a long and rigid 
examination by your Committee, and, in their 
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opinion, was fully qualified to take charge of this 
school for the winter; and the excellent discipline 
observed in this school, the rapid progress made 
by all the classes and the complete success which 
attended her labors, fully confirm their belief and 
the good judgment of the Agent in this innovation 
upon long established rules. 
Miss Goodsoe fully sustained her high reputa-
tion as a teacher. She is very thorough in all 
branches studied : and in spelling and defining, an 
important but too much neglected study, her pu-
pils exceed all others in town. 
DISTRICT No. 2. 
3. H. Sanborn, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $134 41 
The Summer term was taught by Miss S. A. 
W. Spinney. 
Whole number of pupils, 81 
Whole number attending summer school, 47 
Average attendance, 33 
This school was found at every visit in a good 
state of discipline, and respectable improvement 
was made. 
The Winter term was taught by Albion W. 
Johnson, Esq. 
Whole number attending, 45 
Average attendance, 40 
This was a pleasant and profitable school, and 
very good proficiency was made. 
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DISTRICT No. 3 . 
Foxwell C. Wilson, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $153 86 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Abby 
A. Fernald. 
Whole number of pupils, 88 
Whole number attending summer school, 47 
Average attendance, 35 
The school-house in this district is old and too 
small, and the seats are uncomfortable. Many of 
the pupils were very young ; some of them are 
quite promising. The school was very orderly and 
good improvement was made. 
The Winter term was taught by Jefferson T. 
Lewis, Esq. 
Whole number attending, 62 
Average attendance, 47 
The same " refractory scholar" mentioned in 
last year's report, complained at the commence-
ment of this school that the teacher was too 
severe in his discipline; but when your Committee 
visited the school he withdrew his complaint. The 
fact was that this boy had wilfully broken the 
rules of the school and received a good whipping 
for it. It did him a great deal of good : for he 
became one of the best boys in the school and 
made great progress in his studies. Mr. Lewis 
was master in this school, and as soon as this was 
fairly understood everything went along pleasantly. 
Great improvement was made by the classes in read-
ing, and very good progress in all branches studied, 
G 
DISTRICT No. 4, (North.) 
William G. Parker, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $157 40 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Julia 
Shapleigh 
Whole number of pupils, 87 
Whole number attending summer school, 46 
Average attendance, 30 
This school has, for several years, been consid-
ered difficult to manage; but Mr. Parker was this 
year successful in obtaining a teacher fully equal 
to the emergency. Miss Shapleigh was very strict, 
even severe in her discipline, and for the first few 
weeks used the rod freely and to great advantage. 
At both of our visits during the last of the term, 
we found the school well ordered and happy, and 
that very great improvement had been made by 
all. With the school, the management of the 
teacher had changed—from the lion to the lamb. 
From one of the most unruly, this became one of 
the best conducted schools in town. 
The Winter term was taught by Benning Haley, 
Esq, 
Whole attendance, 55 
Average attendance, 41 
The school did not fall below the summer term 
in good order and good management. Mr. Haley 
labored hard and was successful. Commendable 
progress was made by all classes, and in Arithmer 
tic they excelled. There are some fine scholars 
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in this district; among whom are Master Par-
ker (a son of W . G. Parker, Esq.) and Thomas 
Edwin Wilson, two boys attending this school, 
who made so great proficiency and are so far ad-
vanced in arithmetic, that your Committee think 
their names entitled to an honorable mention. 
DISTRICT No 4, (South.) 
Asa Ghmnison, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $125 56 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Isabel 
S. Wilson. 
Whole number of pupils, 75 
Whole attendance, 47 
Average attendance, 32 
Miss Wilson is quite young and this is her first 
school. At the time of and before its com-
mencement, there were many fears expressed by 
the District that she would not be able to keeja 
the school, and a considerable prejudice arose 
against her. Your Committee visited the school 
three times and, from the first, were convinced 
that Miss Wilson would make a good teacher. 
Nor were they disappointed. At every visit the 
school was found in perfectly good order, and at the 
close very commendable improvement had been 
made. Your Committee noticed that at the close 
of school the boys were first dismissed, and after 
they had quietly left the house the girls were dis-
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missed. This is a good arrangement. In this 
school the rod was not used at all, but good order 
was maintained without it. 
The Winter term was taught by Asa Gunnison, 
Esq. 
Whole attendance, 43 
Average atendance. 24 
There was, in this district, a strong opposition 
to Mr. Gunnison's taking charge of the school, 
and those parents who were opposed to him, with 
more frankness than wisdom or discretion, made 
their views and wishes public. The older pupils 
understood this, and many of them, with the 
quickness of youth, assented. At our first visit 
the school was orderly and promised well; but soon 
after there was a decided and most injudicious 
opposition to the school on the part of some pa-
rents, from whom better things should have been 
expected—and from their children. The natural 
consequence followed. The school was small, un-
comfortable and almost entirely without profit. 
Some charges of undue severity were preferred 
against the teacher. Your Committee examined 
the matter thoroughly and found that Mr. Gunni-
son had punished some pupils so severely" and 
injudiciously as to merit their disapproval, but 
found nothing worthy of closing the school. A 
little—a very little—improvement was found at 
the close of the school. Still, we think that if 
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Mr. Gunnison, who is an experienced teacher, had 
commenced under other circumstances, his labors 
might have been profitable. As it was, his labor 
was lost. W e hope that , if the children have 
learned but little, their parents have learned a 
lesson this winter which will be valuable to them 
and to all coming schools. 
DISTRICT No. 5. 
Thomas O. Hoyt, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $245 52 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Catha-
rine C. Bellamy. 
Whole number of pupils, 148 
Whole attendance, 75 
Average attendance, 57 
This school is graded by placing all pupils under 
twelve years of age in the summer school, and all 
over that age in the winter school. There has 
been six months of summer school this season— 
three terms, of two months each, during each of 
which the school was \isited. Miss Bellamy fully 
sustained the high reputation which she has ac-
quired of being one of the best teachers in town. 
With the largest school, composed of very young 
pupils, she is always easy, cheerful and affection-
ate—never discouraged or impatient, and appa-
rently never weary. It was pleasant to see her 
moving so gently round among her pupils, speak-
*1 
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ing like an older sister, and every scholar seemed 
to be warmly attached to her. As the report 
always says of her schools, " very great improve-
ment was made." Many pupils were promoted to 
higher classes during the summer. The classes 
in Grammar made such very great improvement 
that they deserve special mention. 
Your Committee noticed a very good arrange-
ment in this school. After each recitation the 
teacher commenced counting one, two, three, &c. 
and at each word one pupil retired quietly to his 
seat. Among all the schools visited this summer 
no one was found deserving more credit than this. 
The Winter term was taught by William Allen, 
Esq. 
Whole attendance, 58 
Average, 46 
This appears to be a model school. The kind-
est, and yet the strictest and the best of govern-
ment was maintained. The pupils appeared to be 
very studious and attentive; the teacher always 
ready, always pleasant and thorough-in everything 
Very great improvement was made by the whole 
school, and particularly by the classes in reading 
and arithmetic. Some of the best scholars in 
town attended this school; and your Committee 
nave not met, during the past winter, or at any 
time or in any place, a better or more accom-
plished and valuable teacher than William Allen 
of Alfred. 
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DISTRICT No. 6. 
Hiram Shaw, Jr. Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $120 26 
The summer school was taught by Miss Lydia 
A. Chapman. 
Whole number of pupils, 55 
Whole attendance, 36 
Average attendance, 24 
This school is rather backward. Miss Chap-
man is quiet and firm in her management, and good 
order was maintained. Very good improvement 
was made this summer. 
The winter term was taught by George S. Wen-
dell, Esq. of Dover. 
Whole attendance, 43 
Average attendance, 26 
This school was very orderly, quiet and atten-
tive. Mr. Wendell is a young man of fine talents 
and attainments, and a very good teacher. If this 
District could, for a few year, secure the services 
of men like him, their school would advance rapidly. 
No person could have done more or better in this 
school than he has done. 
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DISTRICT No. 7. 
Charles Williams, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $178 62 
The summer school was taught by Miss Susan 
Stratton. 
Whole number of pupils, 110 
Whole number attending summer school, 57 
Average attendance, 40 
Miss Stratton is an excellent teacher. Her 
pupils regard her with affection, and she was a 
general favorite in the District. This has been a 
very profitable school, and one of the best in the 
town. It was managed with great ease and well 
managed. The pupils could not help submitting 
cheerfully to the rule of a teacher like Miss S. 
The winter term was taught by Frank K. Strat-
ton, Esq. 
Whole attendance, 64 
Average attendance, 50 
In this school great attention was paid to read-
ing, and great proficiency was made in this and in 
all other branches. In all the classes in reading, 
the important rules to be observed were committed 
to memory, and whenever a mistake was noticed, 
at the word of the teacher, the whole class repeat-
ed the rule applying to the case. This school was 
very orderly, and the the pupils attentive and in-
terested in their studies. As we say of his sister's 
school in the summer, Frank K. Stratton's " was 
one of the best in town." 
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DISTRICT No. 8. 
Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $54 82 
There is in this District but one term in the year. 
The school was taught by Miss Abby Goodsoe. 
Whole number of pupils, 38 
Whole attendance, 21 
Average attendance, 17 
This school was small and most of the pupils 
young. Miss Goodsoe was attentive and interest-
ed, and kept a very good school. Good improve-
ment was made, especially by the classes in reading. 
DISTRICT No. 9. 
Charles E. Hayes, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $293 61 
This school is divided into two departments; hav-
ing two female teachers in the summer, and a male 
and female teacher in the winter. All pupils under 
eight years of age are assigned to one department, 
and all over this age to the other. 
The primary department was taught both sum-
mer and winter by Miss Ellen P. Manson. 
Whole number of pupils, 161 
Whole attendance in primary department, 65 
Average attendance, 46 
This school was managed very well indeed, and 
for so large a number and so small pupils, has been 
very quiet and orderly. Very great attention 
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has been paid to reading and spelling, and in these 
branches was made the most marked improvement 
of any school in town. Miss Manson is quite 
young, but she has a good faculty of interesting 
and managing children, and promises to make a 
most excellent teacher, 
The summer school in the higher department 
was taught by Mrs. Mary B. Wilson. 
Whole attendance, 54 
Average attendance, 46 
Mrs. Wilson is an experienced teacher, and her 
school this summer added new credit to her repu-
tation. The classes in reading made great profi-
ciency, which was equaled by the classes in geogra-
phy. The outline maps which are suspended 
around the room cannot fail to impress upon the 
minds of the several classes in geography the shape, 
exent and situation, of all the principal States and 
Counties. Your committee respectfully suggest 
to the parents throughout the town that a small 
sum, easily raised by subscription, would place 
such maps in all their school houses, and that the 
outlay would be repaid a hundred fold in the great 
improvement of their children. 
The winter term was taught by Jonathan Lam-
prey, Esq. 
Whole attendance, 52 
Average attendance, 43 
The pupils wero attentive and interested in their 
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studies, and made very great improvement. As a 
school, they are advanced far beyond any other in 
town. Your Committee were pleased to find in 
this and also in William Allen's school, large and 
interesting classes in that most perfect of all school 
books, Colburn's Arithmetic. Mr. Lamprey is an 
excellent teacher ; very strict, but always reason-
able. W e believe that he gave perfect satisfaction. 
DISTRICT No. 10. 
Joseph Frisbee, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $129 10 
The summer school was taught by Miss Louisa 
Eastman. 
Whole number of pupils, 65 
Whole attendance, 31 
Average attendance, 20 
Miss Eastman is a good teacher. Her school 
this summer was well and easily managed, and a 
pleasant and profitable one for the pupils and the 
District. 
The winter term was taught by Joseph P. Shaw, 
Esq. 
Whole attendance, 43 
Average attendance, 33 
This school was well conducted, and made good 
progress. Mr. Shaw is a good teacher. 
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DISTRICT No. 11. 
Charles W. Stimson, Esq., Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated, $33,60 
This school was taught by Miss Mary E. Remick. 
Whole number of pupils, 20 
Whole attendance, 15 
Average attendance, 12 
This school closed early on account of the teach-
er's ill health. The school was found in good or-
der, well governed and well instructed, and the 
scholars appeared attentive and striving to learn, 
and a commendable proficiency was made. 
DISTRICT No. 12. 
John E. Lmory, Esq. Agent. 
Amount of money appropriated. $146 79 
The summer term was taught by Miss Sarah 
Adams. 
Whole number of pupils, 85 
Whole attendance, 47 
Average attendance, 26 
This school was very well governed and excel-
lent discipline enforced. No whispering was al-
lowed and none seen by your Committee at either 
visit—a good rule, when it can be enforced. Very 
good improvement was made. 
The winter term was taught by John A. Gar-
vin, Esq. 
Whole attendance, 51 
Average attendance, 39 
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Your Committee are a little puzzled in making 
up their report of this school. Mr. Garvin is an 
experienced and has been a successful teacher, and 
we know him to be capable, but from some cause 
or other, his school this winter did not come quite 
up to the mark. The pupils were not orderly and 
the school was not quiet. Still some considerable 
improvement was found at the close. 
Tour Committee do not know that there was 
any complaint made or any dissatisfaction in the 
District. And while we are certain that this has 
not been a bad or unprofitable school, we cannot 
number it among our best ones. 
The whole number of scholars in the town, com-
prised in all the Districts, between the ages of 
four and twenty-one years, as returned by the 
Agents of the Districts, is 1158. 
The whole number who have attended the sum-
mer schools is 610 ; whole number who have at-
tended the winter schools, 623 ; average attendance 
of all schools in the summer is 448, in the winter 
432. 
The amount of money raised for the support of 
Bchools the past year is $1623 60 ; school fund re-
ceived, $346 83 ; making the whole amount ap-
propriated for schools, $1970 43, which allows to 
each scholar about $1 70. 
Your Committee present the following list of 
books now in general use in the schools of this 
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town. The most of these meet their approval, 
and the remainder are in so many hands that they 
scarcely deem it their duty to recommend a change 
at this time, knowing that the people of this town 
are now heavily taxed and being unwilling to add to 
their burdens. It will soon become necessary to in-
troduce some new text books, and your Committee 
suggest to all parents and teachers, for examina-
tion, Town and Holbrookes Progressive Fifth Reader, 
Sargent's Series of Readers, and Hillard's First 
Class Reader. 
They also commend to your favorable notice 
Colton and Fitch's Series of Geographies, which 
they have carefully examined, and which appear to 
be as well adapted to our schools as any work 
known. 
LIST OF BOOKS USED. 
The New Testament Scriptures, 
Town's series of Reading Books, viz. : 
1st, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th Readers, 
Tower and Tweed's first lessons in English Grammar, 
Weld's English Grammar, 
Weld's Parsing Book, 
Holbrook's Child's first book in Arithmetic, 
Colburn's first lessons, 
Greenleaf's Common School Arithmetic, 
Greenleaf'a National Arithmetic, 
Smith's Primary Geography, 
Smith's large Geography, 
Colton and Fitch's Physical Geography, 
Peter Parley's first hook of History, 
Goodrich's History of the United States, 
Calvin Cutter's Physiology, with Charts. 
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Your Committee, this year, entered upon the 
discharge of their duties with a full sense of the 
responsibility resting upon them, and have en-
deavored to fulfil the trust reposed in them, faith-
fully, and now present an abstract of the state of 
our schools, truly and fairly, and without preju-
dice, partiality or favor. Nearly every school in 
town has been visited by each member of the 
committee twice, and some of the schools five or 
six times Including the time spent in examining 
teachers and making out and publishing their re-
port, they have spent in the service and for the 
benefit of our schools, at least two months time. 
Taken as a whole, we believe that the schools 
are improving. There is a higher standard for 
teachers, many of whom have adopted this pro-
fession as a business for life. There have been 
less difficulties to adjust than we have ever known 
before : no complaint whatever, having been made 
of any one of the summer schools, and but two of 
the winter schools, viz : in District No. 3 , when 
the trouble was all settled before we visited the 
school, and where they had an active, energetic 
and successful teacher ; and in No. 4, South, 
where, we regret to say, owing to faults in the pa-
rents, the pupils and the teacher, the school was 
unprofitable. 
The dull monotony of the old system of teach-
ing is rapidly disappearing before the active, in-
telligent, earnest and faithful teachers who have 
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fortunately been employed during the past year, 
and the school rooms wear a more pleasant and 
cheerful aspect. In quite a number of schools 
singing has been introduced with great success.— 
It was noticed particularly in Miss Bellamy's and 
Miss Goodsoe's schools, where nearly the whole 
number present joined in singing very pretty chil-
dren's hymns and songs. 
It has always been found that the influence of 
music in schools and wherever the young are as-
sembled, is most beneficial. Most children's voi-
ces are easily trained, and aside from the di-
rect improvement in the science, it has a good 
moral influence, and pupils in schools who daily 
spend a few minutes in this exercise, are usually 
found to be easily governed and managed. 
Your committee find that nearly all the school 
houses in the town are too small, poorly ventila-
ted, and not properly heated. The seats in most 
of them are uncomfortable and crowded. Very 
few of them have good blackboards, and some of 
them none at all. Only one school in town is sup-
plied with outline maps, a globe, or any other ap-
paratus. The school-house in District No. 9 is 
the best in town, but even that is too small—and 
your committee respectfully suggest to the pa-
rents in Districts Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, (North and 
South) 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, that they per-
sonally examine the school houses in their respec-
tive districts and consider whether something can-
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not be done to render more comfortable, pleasant 
and inviting, the place where the best and happi-
est days of their children are spent, and where, in 
a great measure, the foundation of future useful-
ness is laid. A good bold effort to pull down some 
old, uncomfortable structure, and to place in its 
stead a new one ; a few dollars spent in black-
boards, maps and simple apparatus ; a few rolls of 
paper and a little paint; two or three days' work 
on the seats by a skilful carpenter ; a small, use-
ful library, easily raised by subscription, and 
placed in the care of the teacher, or any of these, 
with a little interest in the schools manifested by 
parents, will do wonders ; and the expense will be 
more than repaid by an increased interest and 
corresponding improvement in those who, in a few 
years, will take our places. 
Upon a careful examination of all the schools, 
we find many pupils of fine talents and some who 
are proficient in many of their studies. Most of 
them are well disposed and anxious to learn, and 
with proper facilities and encouragement will make 
rapid improvement. The fun and frolic of boy-
hood exists as it always has, but there has been 
reported this year no case of wilful and malicious 
mischief or disobedience, and the general deport-
ment of all the pupils has been worthy of praise. 
There seems to be an increasing interest in the 
welfare of their children manifested by parents, 
but much still remains to be done. If you would 
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have a house or a ship built, you employ the most 
skilful and responsible workman, and visit him of-
ten and carefully watch the progress of his work, 
and promptly correct him when negligent or un-
faithful. How much more careful should we be in 
employing one who is to aid in forming and devel-
oping the mental faculties of those who are dear-
est to us, and who is daily implanting in their minds 
principles and views upon which will depend their 
future characters, standing and usefulness ?— 
And how often ought we to visit him who holds in 
his hand this great trust, and how carefully ought 
we to watch the progress of this work, and how 
ready to advise and encourage ? 
But parents should be careful lest their interest 
should degenerate into officiousness, and lest from 
advisers they would become judges. All com-
plaints ought not to be openly heeded, and no pa-
rent should allow himself to speak disparagingly 
of a teacher in the presence of children. If an 
unpleasant report or rumor is heard, visit the 
teacher at once in a spirit of friendship and man-
liness, and hear his story. If he is right, assist 
him ; if he is wrong, advise him ; if he persists in 
wrong, call at once upon your Committee and 
have him removed. Parents should see that their 
children are punctual and regular in their at ten-
dance at school, and question them often in their 
studies and see what improvement they make 
from time to time. By attending to suggestions 
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like these, and having and manifesting a real in* 
terest in the prosperity and progress of their 
schools, they become most efficient aids to teach-
ers and to the best interest of the pupils. 
The responsibilities of teachers are great.— 
They have in charge, to a great extent, the devel-
opment of the mental and physical powers of 
their pupils, and, by their example, leave an im-
press upon the moral characters which no time 
can efface. W e are glad to see a higher standard 
of excellence in those who have had charge of our 
Schools the past year. And, as teaching promi-
ses soon to become a lucrative, as well as pleasant 
vocation, we suggest to all teachers to avail them-
selves of all means offered for their improvement, 
by attending Institutes, Associations and Normal 
schools, when possible. 
Teachers are cautioned against inflicting ex-
cessive and unusual punishment; and while we do 
not condemn a judicious use of the rod in ex-
treme cases, we look most favorably upon him 
who preserves the best discipline with the least 
corporal punishment. Few rules, invariably, im-
partially and promptly enforced, and equal justice to 
all—is the secret of success. Especially we beg 
all teachers to be careful not to sully the purity 
of childhood by any word, look, or act in school 
or out—which could imply an assent to any 
wrong. 
School Agents should be very cautious in em-
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ploying strangers. It is not enough that a teacher 
should be talented, educated and capable. He 
should also be one whose moral character is above 
all suspicion ; whose example and influence are 
always good. 
Let a little more interest be manifested in en-
larging, repairing and furnishing our school-houses; 
let all pupils continue the interest which they have 
manifested; let parents be very careful to se-
lect responsible and trustworthy men, of good 
judgment, for Agents, and manifest a real interest 
in their schools, and visit them often; let teachers 
continue to improve as they have improved, and let 
them go forward in their great and good work ; 
let Agents also be interested in the schools under 
their especial charge, and be careful to employ 
good teachers, and to pay them well, and let the 
town watch over and cherish its schools,—and the 
blessings of our free school system, now the wonder 
and admiration of the world, the basis of all use-
fulness, the foundation of all civil liberty, and 
the surest and the only hope of great good and 
prosperity in time to come, will every day shine 
brighter and brighter, and our children will be wi-
ser and better than their fathers are. 
Respectfully submitted. 
MARK DENNETT, ) Superintending 
STILLMAN B. ALLEN, > School Com. 
JAMES H. ROWELL. ) c/Kitkry. 
